Les Paldy’s Illustrated Lectures

Intrepid Women
Women of Britain’s Special Operations Executive parachuted into occupied France to support the anti-Nazi resistance and pave the way for D-Day. Not all returned.

Women of the CIA
Pioneering women overcame obstacles to become valued members of the Agency team, paving the way for more equitable treatment of CIA women officers today.

Women Submarine Hunters, 1943
A little-known group of young Royal Navy women were key to defeating Nazi submarines and winning the Battle of the Atlantic.
Inside the CIA
A look at what goes on inside one of our nation’s most secret organizations. It’s not like the movies.

CIA Covert Actions
All presidents use them to advance US interests, but many have had unforeseen and often tragic consequences.

Nazi Saboteurs on Long Island, 1942
Why did the Nazis choose Long Island as a landing site? They had good reasons, and the event still echoes today.

Betrayal in Berlin 
A top-secret CIA operation to tap Soviet communications illustrates the dangerous espionage environment sometimes described as a “wilderness of mirrors.”

Raising the K-129
The CIA’s top-secret effort to recover a sunken Soviet submarine and its nuclear missiles involved presidents and a Hollywood legend.

Listening in the Deep
A story of a top-secret US submarine espionage operation and its betrayal.
Operation Paperclip
The US secretly brought former Nazi scientists and engineers here after WW II to develop missiles. Some were war criminals. Was it the right thing to do?

CIA Covert Action
What is it and why is it so controversial?


The Vemork Raid
 A daring group of Norwegian resistance fighters blocked the Nazi nuclear weapon program by sabotaging a key facility. 
Nuclear Command and Control
The president has the authority to launch US nuclear weapons with consulting anyone. Suppose he or she is unhinged?
Terrorist Nuclear Weapons
How likely is it that terrorists could build a crude nuclear weapon? Should we be concerned?
Admiral Hyman Rickover
The diminutive man with a great mind who revolutionized the US Navy.
Submarine Down 
Did the Russians sink the submarine USS Scorpion in 1968 as an act of revenge?
Battle of the Atlantic, 1942-1944
We came close to losing but courage, ingenuity, and new technology turned the tide.
The Shetland Bus
Norwegian seamen braved the North Sea and evaded Nazi aircraft to aid the resistance to occupiers.
Holocaust in Norway
The debate over whether Norwegian resistance did enough to save Norway’s Jews in WW II.
The Nazi Doctors’ Trial and Informed Consent
Your medical consent form was influenced by the Nuremberg trial of Nazi doctors.
Nazi Medical Eponyms
Some medical conditions are named after Nazi physicians. Should those names be changed?
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